
November 2 ,  1977 

Dear Dean, 

A n o t e  t o  keep touch. 

My h e a l t h  i s  d e r y  good. I am now, f o r  t h r e e  yea r s ,  w i thou t  s e i z u r e s .  
W h a t ' s  more, t h e  l a t e s t  soans show no s i g n s  o f ' a c t i v e  d i s e a s e .  Days a t  
a  t ime go by t h a t  I th ink  only of my fami ly ,  my work, and the  p e r f e c t l y  
o rd ina ry  t h ings  of d a i l y  l i f e ,  B u t  every s o  o f t e n  a  dread reminder 
i n t r u d e s  i t s e l f  and ,  ca tch ing  me off  gm- gunrd, causes  me t o  becone 
t ense  and anxious .  It passes  soon enough bu t  l e aves  i n  it6 wake a n  
increqsed urgenay about  t h e  passage of time. 

We r used t o  be g r e a t  day-dreamersl "We'll l i v e  i n  a  house by the s e a  
and f l o u r i s h  t h e r e  beyond imagining." Eto. But now, w e  c a n ' t  ( o r  r a t h e r  
f e e l  l i k e  we c a n ' t )  make p l a n s , s o  we don ' t  much day-dream t h i s  way any -- 
more. T h l s  i s  f o r  the  g o o d ~  we have grown more a p p r e c i a t i v e  and r e a l l s t i b  
i n  our expec t a t i ons  of t h e  everyday. We l i v e ,  a s  I b e l i e v e ,  moat f ami l i e f  
do wi th  a l l  t h e  usual  s a t i 8 f a c t l o n s  and d l s a t l e f a c t i o n s .  We d e l d l g h t  i n  
our ch i ld r en  aqd e x w e r a t e  t h e i r  f a i l u r e s  and sucoesses  wi th  equal  
f e r v o r .  And we love one ano ther  a s  we d id  when we married 15 years  ago. 

My work goes 8 on ly ,  f i t f u l l y .  I tend t o  worry about  i t .  B u t  I have 
i n  f a c t  l e a r n e  by doing and do understand t h a t , w i t h  added exper ience,  t 
t h e  disconneoTed b i t s  of knowledge I ' v e  s o  f a r  acquired w i l l  j o in  
t oge the r  In  g r  a t e r  fo r ce .  I n  any ca se ,  I ' m  s t i l l  no t  a t  t h e  po in t  
where my damnn ! 1s p r i d e  w i l l  permit  ne t o  show my work. - 
I t h l n k  of you o f t e n  and be ra t e  myself f o r  no t  c a l l i n g  you.-. I 
remember our v i s i t s  v i v i d l y  and how good, how "improved" you would cauae 
me t o  f e e l .  Perhaps because t h e r e  i s  no pe r suas ive ,  
unders tandable  reason  t o  be given f o r  t h e  presence of a oancer insk ide  
i t s '  v i c t i m s ,  they  oome t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  presenoe l a  anYunnatura l "  
presence.  Xx&xf~-,- I n  t h e  d i s e a s e s  where blame f a l l s  
e a s i l y  on boeter im,  o r  on a p a r t i o u l r r  v i ru s ,  o r  even on a systemic 
a u s c e p t l b i l l t y  t o  t h e  agent  of d i s e a s e ,  t h e  v i c t im  -- if  he w i l l  blame 
himself  a t  a l l  f o r  h i s  s o r r y  s t a t e - -  w i l l  f i n d  f a u l t  wi th  some p a r t  

t h e  of h i s  c h a m t e r .  Perhaps he indulged himself  t o o  f r e e l y  in,,th 
J+  

o t h e r  v loe .  ~ e $ h a p s  he should have done t h l s  o r  t h a t  thing* 
one has  cancer  he  has nothing t o  blame and t h e r e f o r e  o f t e n  ~ o m e e  t o  
" exp la in"  i t s  ho r r id  presence maramnrr by some unnameable f l d  i n  +----d"'3 h i s  ve ry  baing,  i n  h i s  s o u l .  Whether o r  n o t  he i s  conscious of thim, 

I be l i evb  t h a t ,  i n  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  degree ,  he W i l l  come t o  
f e e l  himself ti be unworthy and p a r i a h .  Among t h e  t h i n g s  you d i d  f o r  me, 

a t  the  time I f e l t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  moat f o r c i b l ~ ,  t h e  one t h a t  oounts 
most i n  my g r a t i t u d e  i s  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  you of fe red  me ao simply and s o  
warmly. You made me f e e l  no t  l e s s  bu t  more human, no t  l e s s  bu t  more 
no r thy ,  " I M ~ ~ D V ~ ' .  

I d o n ' t  know t h a t  1'11 see' you before  (and ,  of course ,  un l e s s )  t h l s  
r emis s ion  o f  mine comea t o  a n  end. B u t  I want you t o  know t h a t  ue long 
as I l i v e  I w l l l  o r r e  f o r  you. 

My b e s t  t o  

P8 Although I iould l i k e  no th ing  b e t t e r  t han  t o  h e a r  from you. I know 
how busy yTu m u s t  be and w l l l  no t  be the l e a s t  b i t  offended i f  I don,  


