November 2, 1977 BM

CaAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

Dear Dean,

A note to keep touch,

My health is ﬂery good. 1 am now, for three years, without seizures.
What's wore, the latest scans =zhow no signs of active disease, Days at
a time go by that I think only of my family, my work, and the perfectly
ordinary things of daily life, But every sgo often a dread reminder
intrudes itself and, catching me off xuxrgd guard, causes me to become
tense and anxious, It passes soon enough but leaves in lts wake an
1ncre§sed urgeney about the passage of time,

We y¥ used to be great day~dreamersyY "We'll live in a house by the sea
and flourish there beyond imagining."” Ete, But now, we can't (or rather
feel like we can't) make plans, so we don't much day-dream thls way any
more, This is for the goodi We have grown more appreciative and reallatif
in our erpectations of the everyday, We live, as I believe, mcat famllie
do with all the usual satisfactions and disstisfections. We delfight in
our children and exmgerate thelr fallures and sucocesses with equal
fervor., And we love ons another as we did when we married 15 years ago.

My work goes slowly, fitfully. I tend to worry a&bout it, But I have
in fact learned by doing and ¢o understand that,with added experience,
the dlsconnected bits of knowledgs I've so0 far acquired will Join
together in greater force. In any case, I'm s8till not at the point
where my damnable pride will permit me to show my work,

I think of you often and bermte myself for not calling you.mesrsiden. 1
remember our visits vividly and how good, how "improved"” you would cause
me to feel, Perhaps because theYe i3g no persuasive, un@&ﬂuﬁﬁ%&d&n&ﬂadn
understandable reason to be given for the presence of a cancer insdide
1ts' victims, they ocome to feel that this presence is an*unnstural”
presence, Zuxixfxstixyxrxiyexxixexiw In the diseases where blame falls
easlly on basteria, or on a partiecular virus, or even on & systernlo
susceptablility to the agent of diseame, the victim --if he will blame
himself at all for his sorry state-- will find fault with some part

of his charoter, Perhaps he 1ndulged hluself too freely 1nﬁ£%%%EE%%%2£d
other vioe, Petrhaps he should have done this or that thing

one has cancer hs has nothing to blame and therefore often comes to
"explain" itas horrid presence XXXIWMEY Dy 8Bome unnameable flmif;g_,abmﬁ
hias very being, in his soul. Whether or not he 1s consclous of¥thils,
Xaodty I bslleve that, Iin greater or lesser degree, he will coume to

feel himself to be unworthy and pariah, Among the things you did for me,
M7 at the time I felt these things most foreibly, the one that counts
most in my gratitude is the friendship you offered me s0 8imply and so
warmly, You made me feel not less but more human, not less but more
worthy’ "ijr‘DV’&d g

I don't know faik that I'll see you before (and, of course, unless} this
renigsion of mine comes to an snd, But I want you to know that as long
&s I 1ive I wlll ocare for you, :

My best to Roghelle and your ramily,

P8 Although I mould like nothing better than to hear from you, I know
how busy you must be and will not be the leaast bit offended if I don:



